N. Papantonopoulos (1881-1957)
A pioneer of the Hellenic Dental
Education

J. Vrotsos!, V. Panis?

Dr. N. Papantonopoulos has been the founder professor and the pioneer of Dental Education in Greece.
Born in 1881 in Messinia of South Greece be immigrated very young first to England and then to USA
where be established bimself as a very component dentist. Student of the famous Dr. G.V. Black “father”
ofModern Dentistry he return to Greece in order to take bis duty to the Hellenic—Turleey war 1912-13.
After the war be went back to the Chicago Illinois were be practice both clinical dentistry and at the same
time academic dentistry. He became involve and also very productive writer in the Hellenic journal of
Chicago. He was elected Professor of Dental Surgery, Pathology and Therapeutic in 1921 and became
practically the first Professor of that time at the Dental School of Athens. Prof. N.P bad a vision to
ordanize dental education in Greece like it was in Northwestern University of course as this was possible
way. He organized courses and seminars, be published a very well written text-book about Dental
Pathology and Therapeutics. That book became the keystone text for the education of all Greek dentists
for about twenty five years. He organize-founded the “Odontostomatological Society of Athens” and
he published the scientific journal “Odontiatriki Epitheorisi” (dental review). The edition of this journal
lasted from 1914 until 1940 when the war between Greece and Italy started. He published more than
40 papers on different dental topics like Operative Dentistry, Dental Histology etc. We strongly believe
that Drs N.P contribution to Hellenic Dentistry bhas to be reevaluated and given to bis memory the

recognition that be deserve
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O N.I. [anavrwvénovdos vmiple o depchwriis s Oovriatpucis eunaibevosws oy EAAdda.
XmovSacpévos oris HITA wai ovo Tlavemotiyio Northwestern, eive tno toyn va ondper paduriis
o0 natépa s ovpypovns Odovtiatpucis G.V. Black. Emotpépovras otny EMada o N.IT épwe
KaOnyntis aro t6te Oovriatpikdé Xyoleio oto pdadnpa tns Odovtikis Xepovppiciis [Tadodopias wa
Oepanevticnis. To pddnpa avté mepreddybBave to pepalvtepo uépos s tére Khwicris Odovriatpucis,
Sndadi t onpepiwis OSovtici Xewpovpynch, o EvSoSovtodopia, tny Tepiodovrodopia, tnv Tpodn-
muci addd war ororyeia Obovtinis Avavopns, lovodopias, Xroparodopias, wAn. H mpoonddeid
TOV and Ty TpTH oTipuk Tns kadnpeoias nrav va Siapopgcer éva sxnaibevtiké cbotnpa avd-
Aoyo ward 1o dvvarév pe avté tov Northwestern. Kai sipovpa métoye apuetods amd tovs ordyovs
To0, av wai Oev Bprixe Ty vrootipién mov da wdede and tov dAdo Kadnpnti tns Zroparodopias A.
Kouwopn, o omoios #itav exdeppévos war evrapuévos éy1 ato Odovriatpikd Xyodeio aldd orn la-
ot Zyoli. O N.IT 6Aa ta ypovia tns eveppot Spdons tov Htav mapew oe wdde épa 1 ex-
Sidwaon mov agopovee oty OSovtiatpuch: whiwnch dounon, Sidacwalia, Siofunon, opydvwon,
elonavemornpiaxh Spaotnpidtnta, cvvSikahotikii wai, BeBaiws, mhoboia copypagiki mapaywpn.
To ovpypappd tov «O8ovticii [ladodopia Xeipovpyixhi war Oepanevtinii» amotédece t Bdon pia
uedétn s Odovtiatpicnis eni mepinov eiwoor mévte ypovia. H EAAnvuci Odovtiatpuci ExnaiSevon tov

ogpeider moAAd ka1 iows eivar n otippii pra pia enavaoddpnon Tov éppov Tov kar Tns MPoGgopds Tov.
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Epyaotipto NeplodovtoAoyiag, Odovtiatpikn ZxoAn EOvikoU kat Kamodiotplakou Mavemotnpiou
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